Vorschlag eines englischsprachigen Brieftextes für individuelle Schreiben der VLOG-Mitglieder bzw. von interessierten Nicht-Mitgliedern an die Abgeordneten im Umweltausschuss des Europa-Parlaments
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<Im eMail: Ihr Firmen-Briefkopf oder zumindest einfach Ihre Firma>

<Datum>

To all Members of the Committee for Environment, 

Public Health and Food Safety

of the European Parliament

Brussels

Dear Members of the European Parliament 

As member companies and sympathizers of the German Association for Food Without Biotechnology (VLOG), founded in Berlin only recently in March 2010, we are addressing you in regards to the adoption of a Regulation of the European Parliament and the Council on novel foods, amending Commission Regulation (EC) No. 1331/2008 and repealing Regulation (EC) No. 258/97 and Commission Regulation (EC) No. 1852/2001[11261/2/2009 – C7-0000/2010 – 2008/0002(COD)].

The 31 founding members have created VLOG a few weeks ago for a number of reasons, among them the fact that more than two out of three European consumers do not want to find GMO food on their plates.

Unfortunately, they don’t really have a choice at the moment regarding animal products: There is a regulatory gap because the labeling of GMOs on supermarket shelves is mandatory, but not the labeling of food products that come from animals that were reared on GMO feed.

Now here is THE chance to close this gap: On 25 March 2009 the European Parliament adopted the labeling of animal products in the First Reading. The Council did not follow the Parliament’s position in its joint position but in her draft for the Second Reading the rapporteur in Parliament picked up this wording again.

On 4 May, the Environmental Committee will now vote on this draft. We would like to petition you that you emphasize the consumer-friendly position of the Parliament once again by voting in favor of Amendment 82. It says, Products produced from animal fed with genetically modified feeding stuffs

must be labelled with the words ‘produced from animal fed with genetically modified feeding stuffs’. 

The citizens of Europe have a right to transparency. It can’t be possible that unbeknownst to consumers huge volumes of GMOs are fed to the animals.

As GM-free producers and manufacturers, we currently bear the extra costs for a GMO-free production jointly with our respective supply chain. It is impossible to receive an appropriate remuneration for this in the EU without comprehensive mandatory labeling.

We ask you therefore to create the prerequisites so that consumers may receive the transparency they need for an educated purchasing decision and we as food manufacturers receive a fair opportunity for conventional, GM-free food production.

